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PI JP 2004333730 A 20041125 Heisei 

AI JP 2003-127906 ( JP2003127906 Heisei) 20030506 

PRAI JP 2003-12790620030506 

SO PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN (CD-ROM), Unexamined Applications, Vol. 2004 
AB PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an image forming apparatus and an image 

forming method, whereby replacement of a toner cartridge for each color is 
facilitated, a desired print is speedily obtained and, furthermore, 
running costs can be reduced. 

SOLUTION: In case that a printing instruction is received when a toner 
cartridge that needs to be replaced is moved to a replacement position in 
order to be replaced (Yes in S108), a printer control part exerts control 
to move each toner cartridge to a position that allows printing. After 
instructed printing is finished (S109), control is performed so that the 
toner cartridge to be replaced is returned to the replacement position 
(S102 through S104) . 
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IC ICM G03G015-01 

ICS G03G015-08; G03G021-00 
AB PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an image forming apparatus and an image 

forming method, whereby replacement of a toner cartridge for each color is 

facilitated, a desired print is speedily obtained and, furthermore, 

running costs can be reduced. 

SOLUTION: In case that a printing instruction is received when a toner 
cartridge that needs to be replaced is moved to a replacement position in 
order to be replaced (Yes in S108), a printer control part exerts control 
to move each toner cartridge to a position that allows printing. After 
instructed printing is finished ( S109 ),• control is performed so that the 
toner cartridge to be replaced is returned to the replacement position 
(S102 through S104) . 
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AB If a printing instruction is received when a toner cartridge that needs 
to be replaced has been moved to the replacement position and is ready 
for replacement, the control unit of a printer controls each toner 
cartridge to move to a location where printing is possible and controls 
the toner cartridge that needs to be replaced to move back to the 
replacement position after the specified printing is completed. 
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